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THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION 

WASHINGTON, DC 20202 

August 9, 2017 

Honorable Steve Canavero 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Nevada Derartment of Education 
700 East 5' Street 
Carson City, NV 89701 

Dear Superintendent Canavero: 

I am pleased to approve Nevada's consolidated State plan under the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), to 
implement the requirements of covered programs under the ESEA and of the amended 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (McKinney-Vento Act). I congratulate you on this 
significant accomplishment. 

My decision regarding Nevada's consolidated State plan is based on input from U.S. Department 
of Education (Department) staff who reviewed and carefully considered the plan submitted by 
Nevada. Consistent with ESSA, the Department conducted a peer review of the sections in your 
consolidated State plan related to Title I, Part A and Title III, Part A of the ESEA and Subtitle B 
of Title VII of the McKinney-Vento Act. The Department only reviewed information provided 
in Nevada's consolidated State plan that was responsive to the Revised State Plan Template for 
the Consolidated State Plan that was issued on March 13, 2017. I have concluded that Nevada's 
consolidated State plan satisfies those requirements. Accordingly, Nevada's consolidated State 
plan that was submitted on August 4, 2017, warrants full approval. 

In its consolidated State Plan, a State must describe how low-income and minority children 
emolled in schools assisted with Title I, Part A funds are not served at disproportionate rates by 
ineffective, out-of-field or inexperienced teachers, and the measures the State will use to evaluate 
and publicly report its progress with respect to reducing any disproportionate rates consistent 
with ESEA section 111 l(g)(l)(B). In its consolidated State plan, Nevada describes a plan to 
collect the data necessary to meet this requirement by spring 2018. The Department awarded 
fiscal year 2017 funds based on the assurances 1 Nevada provided to the Department on June 7, 
2017. Prior to receiving fiscal year 2018 funds, Nevada must amend its consolidated State plan 
to provide the requisite description to meet this requirement. Please submit this amendment for 
the Department's review and approval no later than May 15, 2018. 

Nevada's consolidated State plan remains in effect for the duration of the State's participation in 
the programs covered by the plan. Each State is responsible for administering all programs 
included in its consolidated State plan consistent with all applicable statutory and regulatory 

1 ESEA Revised Assurances Template, May 2017: 
https://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/accountistateplan 17/reviseded 18100576.pdf 
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Page 2 - Honorable Steve Canavero 

requirements even if those requirements are not addressed in Nevada's plan. Nevada must 
periodically review and revise the plan as necessary to reflect changes in the State's strategies 
and covered programs. If Nevada makes significant changes to its consolidated State plan at any 
time, such as changes to its accountability system or long-term goals, Nevada must submit 
information about those changes to the Department for review and approval. The Department 
will provide information on the process for amending a State plan at a later date. 

Please be aware that approval of Nevada's consolidated State plan is not a determination that all 
the information and data included in the State plan comply with Federal civil rights 
requirements, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, and requirements under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. It 
is Nevada's responsibility to comply with these civil rights requirements. 

Please note that this letter, with Nevada's approved consolidated State plan, will be posted on the 
Department's website. 

It has been a pleasure working with your staff on this review. Please accept my congratulations 
for Nevada's approved consolidated State plan. Thank you for the important work that you and 
your staff are doing to support the transition to the ESSA and most importantly to lead Nevada's 
students to achieve at high levels. The Department looks forward to working with you to ensure 
that all children have the opportunity to reach their full potential. 

Sincerely, 

Isl 

Betsy De Vos 

cc: Honorable Brian Sandoval, Governor of Nevada 
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School Year 2016-2017 Nevada School Rating for 

Nevada Connections Academy

% Above Cut District
Math CRT 23.4 53.3
ELA CRT 46.3 59.9
Science CRT
Pooled Average 34.8 56.6
Ready by Grade 3 36.6 56.4

SY 16-17
Math CRT MGP 31.0
ELA CRT MGP 38.5
Math CRT AGP 18.0
ELA CRT AGP 40.7

% of EL
Meeting AGP

District

ELPA - 41.4

Non-proficient % Meeting AGP
Math CRT 14.0
ELA CRT 26.2

% Chronically Absent District
Chronic Absenteeism 4.3 10.6

% Participation Met Target
Climate Survey N/A No

N/A

Race/Ethnicity
Hispanic

White
Black
Asian

Am In/AK Native
Pacific Islander

Two or More Races
0% 100%25% 50% 75%

Special Populations

EL

IEP

FRL

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Academic Achievement

6 /25

% Above Cut

Math Reading Science
0

50

100
SY 15-16 SY 16-17

Student Growth

5 /35

High Growth

Typical Growth

Low Growth

Median Growth Percentile

Math
ELA35

65

English Language

N/A

ELPA Access

SY 15-16

SY 16-17

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Closing Opportunity Gaps

2 /20

% of Non-proficient on Track to Proficiency

Math

ELA

0% 10% 20% 30%

SY 15-16 SY 16-17

Student Engagement

9 /10

Chronic Absenteeism

SY 15-16
SY 16-17

0% 10% 20% 30%
Two or More Races Pacific Islander
Am In/AK Native Asian Black
White Hispanic

Nevada Connections Academy
Steve Werlein, Principal
Grade Levels: 0K-12 
Website: www.connectionsacademy.com 
School Level: Elementary School 

555 Double Eagle Court Suite 2000 
Reno, NV 89521 

Phone: 775-826-4200

P0029

http://www.connectionsacademy.com/)


What does my school rating mean?

TBD

What do the performance indicators mean?

Academic Achievement--Student Proficiency
Academic Achievement is a measure of student
performance based on a single administration of the State
assessment. Cut scores are set that determine the
achievement level needed to be proficient on the
assessment.

Student Proficiency is determined by calculating the percent
of students in the school who met (Level 3) and exceed
standards (Level 4) on the State assessments.

Points are earned based on a pooled average (total number
of students proficient on all three assessments divided by
total number of students taking all three assessments).

English Language Proficiency
English Language Proficiency is a measure of English
Learners achieving English Language proficiency on the
State English Language Proficiency assessment, WIDA. The
NSPF includes Adequate Growth Percentiles to determine if
English Language Learners are meeting the goal toward
English Language proficiency. Students meeting their
growth targets should be on track to become English
proficient and exit English language status in five years.

Student Engagement
Student Engagement is a measure of Chronic Absenteeism
and Climate Survey Participation. Research shows that
attendance matters and that chronic absenteeism places
students at risk of failure. Chronic absenteeism is defined as
missing 10 percent, or more, of school days for any reason,
including excused, unexcused or disciplinary absences.
Students who are absent due to school sponsored activities
are not considered absent for the purposes of this
calculation. The Climate Survey is a state survey
administered to students in certain grades across the state.
Schools meeting or exceeding the 55% participation
threshold can receive bonus points.

Growth
Student growth is a measure of performance on the state
assessments over time.

Student Growth Percentile (SGP) is a measure of
student achievement over time and compares the
achievement of similar subgroups of students from
one test administration to the next. An SGP from 35 to
65 is considered typical growth.
Median Growth Percentile (MGP) is a summary of the
student growth percentiles (SGP) in a school. A school’s
Median Growth Percentile (MGP) is determined by rank
ordering all the SGPs in the school from lowest to
highest and finding the median or middle number.
Adequate Growth Percentile (AGP) describes the
amount of growth a student needs to remain or
become proficient on the State assessment in three
years.

Closing Opportunity Gaps/Equity
Closing Opportunity Gaps is a measure of non-proficiency.
This measure includes students who were non-proficient on
the previous year’s State assessment and determines if
those students in the current assessment administration
succeeded in meeting their Adequate Growth Percentile.
This is a measure of gap between proficient and non-
proficient students.

Star Rating Index Score

TBD
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School Year 2016-2017 Nevada School Rating for 

Nevada Connections Academy

% Above Cut District
Math CRT 21.9 35.7
ELA CRT 54.6 53.2
Science CRT
Math I End of Course 85 87.7
Pooled Average 39.4 46.5

SY 16-17
Math CRT MGP 37.0
ELA CRT MGP 49.0
Math CRT AGP 19.4
ELA CRT AGP 55.9

% of EL
Meeting AGP

District

ELPA - 33.5

Non-proficient % Meeting AGP
Math CRT 9
ELA CRT 28

School District
Chronic Absenteeism 7.4 9.6
Academic Learning Plans 25.6 79.5
NAC 389.445 Requirements 93.7 94.3

Participation Met Target
Climate Survey N/A No

N/A

Race/Ethnicity
Hispanic

White
Black
Asian

Am In/AK Native
Pacific Islander

Two or More Races
0% 100%25% 50% 75%

Special Populations

EL

IEP

FRL

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Academic Achievement

14 /25

% Above Cut

Math Reading Science
0

50

100
SY 15-16 SY 16-17

Student Growth

12.5
/30

High Growth

Typical Growth

Low Growth

Median Growth Percentile

Math
ELA

35

65

English Language

N/A

ELPA Access

SY 15-16

SY 16-17

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Closing Opportunity Gaps

9 /20

% of Non-proficient on Track to Proficiency

Math

ELA

0% 10% 20% 30%

SY 15-16 SY 16-17

Student Engagement

11 /15

Chronic Absenteeism

SY 15-16
SY 16-17

0% 20% 40%
Two or More Races Pacific Islander
Am In/AK Native Asian Black
White Hispanic

Nevada Connections Academy
Steve Werlein, Principal
Grade Levels: 0K-12 
Website: www.connectionsacademy.com 
School Level: Middle School

555 Double Eagle Court Suite 2000 
Reno, NV 89521 

Phone: 775-826-4200

P0032
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What does my school rating mean?

TBD

What do the performance indicators mean?

Academic Achievement--Student Proficiency
Academic Achievement is a measure of student
performance based on a single administration of the State
assessment. Cut scores are set that determine the
achievement level needed to be proficient on the
assessment.

Student Proficiency is determined by calculating the percent
of students in the school who met (Level 3) and exceed
standards (Level 4) on the State assessments.

Points are earned based on a pooled average (total number
of students proficient on all three assessments divided by
total number of students taking all three assessments).

English Language Proficiency
English Language Proficiency is a measure of English
Learners achieving English Language proficiency on the
State English Language Proficiency assessment, WIDA. The
NSPF includes Adequate Growth Percentiles to determine if
English Language Learners are meeting the goal toward
English Language proficiency. Students meeting their
growth targets should be on track to become English
proficient and exit English language status in five years.

Student Engagement
Student Engagement is a measure of Chronic Absenteeism
and Climate Survey Participation. Research shows that
attendance matters and that chronic absenteeism places
students at risk of failure. Chronic absenteeism is defined as
missing 10 percent, or more, of school days for any reason,
including excused, unexcused or disciplinary absences.
Students who are absent due to school sponsored activities
are not considered absent for the purposes of this
calculation. The Climate Survey is a state survey
administered to students in certain grades across the state.
Schools meeting or exceeding the 55% participation
threshold can receive bonus points.

Student Growth
Student growth is a measure of performance on the state
assessments over time.

Student Growth Percentile (SGP) is a measure of
student achievement over time and compares the
achievement of similar subgroups of students from
one test administration to the next. An SGP from 35 to
65 is considered typical growth.
Median Growth Percentile (MGP) is a summary of the
student growth percentiles (SGP) in a school. A school’s
Median Growth Percentile (MGP) is determined by rank
ordering all the SGPs in the school from lowest to
highest and finding the median or middle number.
Adequate Growth Percentile (AGP) describes the
amount of growth a student needs to remain or
become proficient on the State assessment in three
years.

Closing Opportunity Gaps/Equity
Closing Opportunity Gaps is a measure of non-proficiency.
This measure includes students who were non-proficient on
the previous year’s State assessment and determines if
those students in the current assessment administration
succeeded in meeting their Adequate Growth Percentile.
This is a measure of gap between proficient and non-
proficient students.

Star Rating Index Score

TBD
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School Year 2016-2017 Nevada School Rating for 

Nevada Connections Academy

% Above Cut District
Math End of Course 50.8 54.8
ELA End of Course 71.1 70.5
Science End of Course
Pooled Average 61.6 61.8

Graduation Rate School Rate District Rate
4-Year 40 58.5
5-Year 42.2 63.8

% of EL Meeting
AGP

District

ELPA 7.6 14.4

School District
ACT Average Composite 16.6 17.8
Grade 9 Sufficiency 67.9 82.2
Grade 10 Sufficiency 55.4 71.9
Pooled Average 61.3 77.4
EOC Math CCR 21.5 25
EOC ELA AL CCR 43.5 43.9
Pooled Average 33.2 34

School District
Chronic Absenteeism 12.5 13.7
Academic Learning Plans 38.3 78.3

Participation Met Target
Climate Survey N/A No

N/A

Race/Ethnicity
Hispanic

White
Black
Asian

Am In/AK Native
Pacific Islander

Two or More Races
0% 100%25% 50% 75%

Special Populations

EL

IEP

FRL

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Academic Achievement

13 /25

% Above Cut

Math ELA Science
0

50

100
SY 15-16 SY 16-17

Graduation

2 /30

Graduation Rates

4-Year 5-Year
0

50

100
Class of 15-16 Class of 16-17

English Language Proficiency

4 /10

ELPA Access

SY 15-16

SY 16-17

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

College Career Readiness

11 /25

Average ACT Composite

SY 16-17

SY 15-16

SY 14-15

18 19 20 21

Student Engagement

4 /10

Chronic Absenteeism

SY 15-16
SY 16-17

0% 50% 100% 150%
Two or More Races Pacific Islander
Am In/AK Native Asian Black
White Hispanic

Nevada Connections Academy
Steve Werlein, Principal
Grade Levels: 0K-12 
Website: www.connectionsacademy.com 
School Level: High School

555 Double Eagle Court Suite 2000 
Reno, NV 89521 

Phone: 775-826-4200
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What does my school rating mean?

TBD

What do the performance indicators mean?

Academic Achievement-Student Proficiency
Academic Achievement is a measure of student
performance based on a single administration of the State
assessment. Cut scores are set that determine the
achievement level needed to be proficient on the
assessment.

Student Proficiency is determined by calculating the percent
of students in the school who met (Level 3) and exceed
standards (Level 4) on the State assessments.

Points are earned based on a pooled average (total number
of students proficient on all three assessments divided by
total number of students taking all three assessments).

English Language Proficiency
English Language Proficiency is a measure of English
Learners achieving English Language proficiency on the
State English Language Proficiency assessment, WIDA. The
NSPF includes Adequate Growth Percentiles to determine if
English Language Learners are meeting the goal toward
English Language proficiency. Students meeting their
growth targets should be on track to become English
proficient and exit English language status in five years.

Student Engagement
Student Engagement is a measure of Chronic Absenteeism
and Climate Survey Participation. Research shows that
attendance matters and that chronic absenteeism places
students at risk of failure. Chronic absenteeism is defined as
missing 10 percent, or more, of school days for any reason,
including excused, unexcused or disciplinary absences.
Students who are absent due to school sponsored activities
are not considered absent for the purposes of this
calculation. The Climate Survey is a state survey
administered to students in certain grades across the state.
Schools meeting or exceeding the 55% participation
threshold can receive bonus points.

Graduation
The cohort graduation rate is determined through the
cohort validation process and follows federal guidelines for
reporting an adjusted cohort grauation rate. This process
usually results in preliminary graduation rates in October,
with disaggregated rates determined in December. Because
these dates are past the required state school accountability
reporting date of September 15th, the cohort rates used for
this indicator lags one yaear behind the other accountability
indicators in the school rating system.

College and Career Readiness
The college and career readiness indicator is made up of
three measures: Average ACT Composite Score, Ninth and
Tenth Grade Credit Sufficiency, and percent of students
achieving college and career readiness status (Level 3 or 4)
on the Math, ELA or Science End-of-Course assessments.

Star Rating Index Score

TBD
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At a Glance Data Details 2016-2017   Nevada 

Accountability Report Card

2016-2017 Nevada At a Glance 

Reading (CRT New NV Standards) Math (CRT New NV Standards)

Total Enrollment
473,647

Schools
681

Teachers
25,853

Daily Attendance
97%

Graduation Rate
73.55%

Average ACT Composite
17.45

Reported Bullying Incidents
8,387

Reported Cyber Bullying Incidents
621

Elementary
48.7%

Middle
47%

Elementary
42.1%

Middle
26.9%

2016-2017 Nevada Data Details

Students State Information Achievement Personnel Safety Fiscal

Enrollment/Diversity

Graduation Rates

Dropout Rates

Average Daily 
Attendance

Average Class Size

Student/Teacher Ratio

Transiency/Student 
Mobility

Enrollment data for groups of students in the State, districts, and schools.

Click here to view a more detailed report.

%

Enrollment

0.92

5.5

42.09

10.81

33.2

1.39

6.09

American Indian / Alaskan Native

Asian

Hispanic

Black

White

Pacific Islander

Two or More Races

0 20 40 60 80

Some Nevada schools are combined campuses serving grade levels that cross the typical of elementary, middle and/or high school configurations.

'-' indicates data not presented for groups fewer than 10. This data is suppressed due to FERPA regulations.

Nevada Accountability Portal 

State Districts & Schools Help More 

Page 1 of 2Nevada State - Nevada Accountability Portal

9/27/2017http://nevadareportcard.com/DI/nv
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'N/A' indicates that this population was not present.

'*' indicates that the data was not available.

NDE Site Contact Disclaimer

State Districts & Schools Help More 

Page 2 of 2Nevada State - Nevada Accountability Portal

9/27/2017http://nevadareportcard.com/DI/nv
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